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Mr. GIen A. ZumwaLt
Vice President/General  Manager
Utah FueI Company Skyl ine
P .  O .  Box  7  L9
Helper ,  Utah 84526
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RE: Slcyl ine Mine No. i  Rest iurce Recovery and Protect ion Plan
(R2P2) Modif icat ion Shortening of  the 6lef t -A Longwatl
PaneI

Dear  Mr .  Zumwal t :

On June L9 ,  1992 t  the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) received
Utah Fuel Company's (UFC's) request to nodi fy the approved RZpz
f or the skyl ine Mine No. f -  .  The reserves are l -ocated in the
upper  o ' conner  seam on  Federa l  coa l  rease  u -044076 .

UFC's approved mining plan was to develop longwal l  set-up entr ies
at crosscuts #AZ and #Ae of the 6th Left  Tai lgate.  The company
is reguesting to move the longwall set-up rooms to crosscuts #eo
and #8t and the block of  coal  between crosscuts #et and #ez would
not be recovered.

According to uFc, dD unexpected faul t ,  wi th a Lz+ foot
displacement t rending in a north-south direct ion, was encountered
toward the end of April L992 while nining the set-up rooms at
crosscuts #eZ and #ee. The faul t  is proj  ected through a large
port ion of  the panel,  but the displacement diminishei  towardi  the
north based on R.adi o Inagerl' (P.fl!) surveys conduct,eC bir ccnipant*
personnel.  UFC contends that longwal l  n ining is not feasible
across the panel where the f  aul- t  d isplacement is L2 f  eet,  but
wil l  attempt longwall mining where the displacement is about 8
feet.  Also, development of  the new set-up rooms for the longwal l
wiLl  precLude development of  the remaining reserves with a
cont inuous miner  between crosscuts  #at  and #g7.

on May 20 and June 22,  Lgg2,  the Sky l ine Mines were inspected by
Abe ELias  and Steve Fa lk ,  BLM min ing eng ineers .  The faut t  was
eas i ly  ident i f ied  in  both  o f  the set -up rooms of  the 6 le f t  pane l .
The displacernent and pro j  ect ion of  the f  aul- t  was conf i rmed by in-
mine measurements and ana Lyzing RfM survey results with company
representa t ives.  Addi t iona l ly ,  a  rock sp l i t  and sandstone
channel were observed in the 6lef t  gate entr ies as del ineated on
the mine map submit ted by UFC.
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UFC has successful ly def ined the extent and offset of  the faul t
inside the 6lef t  paiel .  We agree that i t  is  not feasible for
longwall eguipment to cross the fault where the displacement is
approaching L2 feet and we applaud UFC for attempting longwall
nining where a faul t  d isplacement of  8 feet is st i l l  expected.
Our assessment is that the faul-t was encountered unexpectedly and
al l  possible planning efforts l rere undertaken to maximize
recovery. The remaining reserves between crosscuts #8L and #Al
are marginally re,coverable with a continuous miner because of the
fault and the projections of the rock split and sandstone channel
through this area which would further contribute to adverse
nining condit ions. Mining this uncertain coal  reserve with a
cont inuous miner would incur an unreasonable delay of  UFCrs
arnbitious attempt at longwall mining.

The BLl,t has determined that the proposed mine plan change is in
conrpliance with the i"!inera]. 'Leasing Act of LgzO, as amerreled, Ehe
regulat ions at  43 CFR 3480, the lease terms and st iputat ions, and
wil l achieve maximum econornic recovery of the Federal coal.
Therefore, the modification is approved as proposed and a copy of
the approved mine map is enclosed. An est imated L83, oo0 tons of
coal  wi l l  be el in inated from the recoverable reserve base for the
Skyl ine logical  mining uni t  and Federal  coal  lease U-04 4O7 6.

In the interest of  conservat ion of  a resource, hre wi l l  a lways
require detai led just i f icat ion for not recover ing minable coal
reserves remaining in a shortened longwatl panel with a
cont inuous miner.  For this reason, UFc is encouraged to develop
a strategy for el iminat ing any future losses of  coi t  resources
based solely on t in ing constraints.

I f  you have any guest ions, please contact Gary Johnson, Chief ,
P r i ce  Coa I  O f f i ce  a t  (gOL)  G37-4594 .

S ince re l y ,

J"ryql*
Ass t{tKt Distr ict$r

Enclosure:
Approved 6left-A Panel

c c :
D M ,  M o a b  ( U - 0 6 5  )  ( w / e n c l .  )
SD ,  Utah (U-92L)  (  w/  encl  .  )
UDOGM,  Sa l t  Lake  C i t y  ,  (w  /enc l .  )

Manager
Mineral  Resources


